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o the tract of which Glencce now oscupies the
center was Eenjamin Critchfield, who came
from Maryland prior te 1728, At the latter date
he obtained a warrant for one hundred and
nineteen and oneblslf acres of land. OCnteh-
field’s son, Absalom, besame owner of the place
in 1828, and, seme years later, 2old it to Alexan-
der Pliluon. Thomas Liese waa the next owner,
succesded in 1834 by Dantel Doyer.

Asa village, lencoe dstez from the boilding
of the railroad. The first ature was kept by
Augustue Dom, in 18585,
started the first blacksmith-shep, and is atill in
buatiese.  David 1lay buile the first hotel, 1a
1874, Samuel Wilt was the firet landlord. The
present proprictor of the hiotel ia Joseph Sheeta.
Uilencoe postafiice was established 1o 1831,

1. L. Buyder, a native of Hommtingdon sonunty,
citite to Glemese m 1872,
seted az night operator, smd since thet time he
has been atatton agent at Gleneoc.

&S, P . Poorbangly hias becn m the mercantile
buginesa at Glencoe sinee 183%0.  Ile has a good
store, and 1a conducting a snceessfnl business.
Mr. Poarbangh zerved as township constable ip
E25E, and waaappointed postinaster in 1881,

JCHIN AL RS,

The firat hotnze in Johusburg was the chureh,
oreetid in 1366 The land on which the village
i% built was ewned by Ilenry Miller. J. 3L
Btief crocted the first honze, 2wl began keeping
the first store in 15dx. He eontined 1 the mer
cvantile bnstness wutil 1278, when e waz sne-
ceeded by the present mevehaut, 4. EHL dhller.
Jobnalwry postoffice was established in 1551,

CHAPTER LXXIII.
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Organiantlon of the Tewnahlp — I Codl aud Minarl Teposity —
Tnlupble Besourcca—Eorly Todu cits— Dorongh of Wellers-
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Ehe Towruship wod Hoarongh.

SGUTI[A}IPT{}E townahip wna formed in
.4 1801, It then incinded the present towa-
ships of Allegheny, Greenville, Northampton
and Larimer.

The township containg considerable poud
farming land, and iz rich in minerai deposits.

Chaoney F. Stoner

For vue year he'

Mzr. Heary R. Btrong, of Philadelpbia, made &
geologioal axamination of the coal lands of chis
township, in 1855, his observaticns being con-
fined to an ares of seven hnodred and thirty-five
acres, sitnated southwest from Wellersborg.
The coal veins are genergl, extending through-
aut the township.

“To the proved state,” says Mr, Strong, it
will be seer that there is, in thie locality, a thick-
nesa of coal measure of more than six bondred
feet, including more than twenty-four feet of
coal.  DBesides, there are several seamsz koown
to exigt which heve not been fally proved, and
the thickness of which could not Le ascer-
teiced.” Facek Witt, William Trontman, George
Weller and Isaae Harden worked the first coal
mines in thie township.

In addition to coal, there are valuable deposits
of iron and limeatone, The limestone is found
ih two strata, of six and threee feet depth respeot-
ively. One of the limestooe beda contains stone
of sauperior quality for smelting purposss. Thus
all the materiala for the mannfacture of iron,
are found together. The coal of this locality ia
of excellent quality, and has been proscuoced
by experts the eqnal of any in the state.

William Trontman, Sr., Frederick Heichard,
Henry Close, Jacob Uhl, Adam Lepley, Jobn
Baker and Jacol Beiber were among the earliest
aestlers in Bouthampton township.

The following 1s & het of the taxable mhabit-
ants of Boumtbempton township in 1805, copied
from the tax daplicate for that vear in the
commty eommiseicners’ office 2t Somerset @ Sam-
nel Arnald (still), Christian Albright, Jac. An-
derson, Lnke Asher, Nielous () Bill, David
Bangbman, Widow Bilewbangl, Conrad Bell,
Jos, Bayer, Benj. Bayer, Clrigtinn Baughman,
Stafe]l Brechner, Jonathan Bayer, Lepleys Bayer,
Henry DBaker, Ludwick Bare, John Bartley
{mills}, Jae. Barkbard, Sr. (weaver), Jae. Bark-
hard, Jr., Jas. Barey, John Barkhard, Philip
Bell, Nathan Crichfleld, Wm, Crichfield, Jos.
Crichficld, Carter H. Horn, Izaac Crichield,
Ph. Condle, Johin Crizt {milier), Benj. Crich-
field, W, Dorey, Wm. Dibton, Johu Ditoer,
Dorey, Blake & Pew, Corneline Deware,
Andrew Emrich, Jae. Flickinger, Jac. Geiger,
Henvy Gloge, John Geiger, Dan. Ganmer, Jac.
anmer, Peter Gestner, —— Graford, Ludwick
Grisinger, Jac. Givler, Christian Gensler,
Christian Herman, Ph. Heaman, Geo. Harden,
Thos. Harden, Betl: ]iarden, Jelm 1lahn,
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Fobn Hentz, Wm. Hardy, Isaac Harden (still),
Hay & Coontryman, Henry Tuitioff {sawmill),
Nich. Eolman, Jac. Korn {mill and sawmill),
Michael Eorn, Fred. Kles, John Kentls,
Kline, Jobn Komp ({still}, Jos. Eocbanoor,
Geo. Kook {sawmill}, Peter Hendle, Jos, Lidig,
Wm. & Goo. Lidig {still), Jsc. Lidig, Geo.
Lomg (still}, Adam Tepley (still), Jac. Lepley,
Geo, Lidig, Joc. Mertz, Widow Mertz, Mo-
Norris Morrig (blackemith), John Myer, Moses
Maginey, John Makern, Augustine Miller,
ITenry Moll, John Moll, folin Moser, Nathan
Major, Jae. Neihard, Br., Ph. Parbangh, Sam.
Riddle, Adam Sterncr, Christian Shokey, Val.
Shakey, Widew Shortx, John Stoner, Christian
Startz, Jr, Migl. Shever, Adam Shyry, Jao.
Shwartz (=till), Geo. Bhalt, Conrad Shales, Ph.
Shreiver, Peter Bweitzer, Jac, Springer, Springer
& Moll, John Bhever, Val. Bhyry {weaver),
Clristian Starts, Sr,, Adam Starts (sawmill},
Barnard Stouer, Tne. Shultx, Peter Shnmaker,
Wi, Troutman, Peter Troutman, Jao. Uhl,
Martin Winchruglh, Fac. Witt, Panl Welker,
Jolm Welker, JTamez Watson, Benj. Willinms,
Jae. Weinnd, Fred, Xuofall, Peter Wingard,
Peter Wilheln:.  Bingle fropmen @ Danl. Korn,
Dav. Moll, Flenry Maymwan, Jos, IEsrdy, Sam.
Areld,  Jos, Arneld, Geo, Schinrtx, Heury
Behura, Bonj. Troutman, Ph, Shever, John Sut-
ter, Yoat Brechaer, J. Riel’d Ganner, W,
Lidig, Geo. Fleckinger, Henry Shultz.

Just Leidig came From Berks comnty agon
after the revolution. and settled on the farm
wow owned by William Ewmriek, William

Martz, also from Berks connty, a miilwright by |

trade, was among the first settlers. o buil a
mill on Gladden’s ran, at sn early date. Valen-
tine Shicry, a biacks=mith, waz another pioneer.

David DLaughwan improved the farm now
owned by Joln: Th Roddy & Co. A muan named
Sheckley improved the favm now gwned by
Jooathan Boyer. Joaepl Boyer settled on the
“Hoed Darn™ property. He waa from Berks
county. Facod Blem, a blavksmilh ; Christian
Sturtz, 3 German ; Andrew Emoick, a Gernean,
and Cazpar Albright were early settlers.

Jacob Rhoads improved part of the Jouathan
Ewrick farm, and Jacob Mahy, from Berks
tonnty, a part of the Dennis Comp farm,  Johno
Comp, from Berks vennty, Asher, Davis, Liom,
Martin Kartner : Yargle Kelier, a stonemason -
Peter Troutinan, eorge Geller and rederick
Seiver were all gyony the first settlers,

William Trootman wae born in 1792, on the
farm of his father, William Troutman, who was
oue of the early asttlers of Sovthampton towa-
ship. William, Jr., was a soldierof 15812, He
followed farming, apd died in 2881. Hia wife
was Christina Eorns, and their children were:
Michael, William, Enoch and Mary (Reiber),
living ; Charles, John, Hiram, Snzsnnah {Cook),
Catharine (Hoyman), Delilak (Reiber) and
Elizabeth (Wilkelm), dead.

On the farm owned by Willism Troutman,
Jr., four hondred orfive bundred yards from the
honge, there are a number of Indian pgraves
The qurrounding land, a space of teo acres, was
an old clearing, 3s far back aa the memeory of
the oldest resident extends, and is suppozed to
roark the site of ae Indiac village or camping-
ground.

John Baker waa born in Reading, Penusyl-
vania, in 1784, Very early in life, he came to
this connty and settled where Wallersbury now
18, before a single hut marked the site of the
town. He afterward bought snd cleared the
farm on whick his son Benjamin now lives.
He followed farming and blacksmithing. Br.
Baker married Polly Albright, and waa the
father of seventeen children. He Qied in 1853
The snrviving members of his family are: Ben
jamin, Jovathse, Bolemon, Jessze, Dawid,
Michael, Joseph, Maria (Lepley), Kate ((Fetty)
and Busan {Enepp). Benjamin Baker, now an
cld resident, iz living on the ol? homestesd
where he was born. He purchased the farm from
hiz father in 1851,

The Lepleya weare among the earlicat set-
tiera. Valentine Lepley, born in 1803, is still
living, and is among the oldest residents in the
twwnship.

The first gristmill in Sonthampton township
was built by Javob Korns, where Wellershurg
now Ia, abont the year 1809, In the same build-
ing the first carding-mill in the townaship was
placed, and pnt in operaticn, by William 8,
and Daniel Dl Haven, in 1830. The entire
structnre, then owned by George Weller, was
destroyed by fire, in 1837, and has never been
rebmlt.

Jacel Uhl erected the second gristmill in the
township, about 1810, on land now owned by
Eli 8haffer. This mill iz now run by Hertman
Reit.

Kenunell's gristmill, four miles northeast of
Wellersburg, was built by George Leydig, abont
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1818, It waa rebuilt in 1853, by Junatban Ken-
nell, who still owna it

The old gristmill on the Dennls Comp farm,
waa converted into a woolenmill in 1878, and
ia the only one in the township.

William Troutman erected the first distillery
in the township. It is the only one now in
operation. Distilleries were very comraon in
the days of the early settlers, almost every farmer
having one.

W ELLERKBUEG,

Wellersburg was laid out in 1880, and jpcor-
poratedasa borough in 1857, The townis now
in » dilapidated state, having beeun ateadily de-
clining sinee the abandonment of theiron indus-
try in 1B6&. It containe a population of shout

stores, one blacksmith-zshop, one wagonmaker's
shop, one tapnery,one slanghter-hoose. Thers
are two churches in the borough, and a achool-

house {formerly 2 churchk building} with a seat- |

ing capacity of two huadred.
was the fonnder of the town.

George Weller
¥le purchased |

1in 1893. He was a farmer and distiller.

. #ix ¢hildren.
two bundred and fifty, and has one hotel, three

mon {Jeceased), Rebecca {Witt), Elizabeth

(Keonell}, Auna (Clossew), Snean {Beale), de-

ceased, Lncinda (decessed) and Harriet (John
son}, Mrs. Gideon Bhaffer iz stiil living in
Wellersburg, st the age of eighty. She has
been & member of the Reformed church over
pixty years, KEli Shaffer, the oldest hiving som,
follows blacksmithing in Wellersburg, in the
shop built by his father. He has beld the offices
of constable and school divector,

Jeremiah Wingert was born in Brother's Val-
ley township, in 1760. He moved to Alleghany
county, Maryland, when young, and there died
He
marriad Catharine Frapk, sud was the fatber of
His oldest son, Jeremizh, horo
in Alleghany ecounty, Maryland, and now
seventy-one yeara of age, moved to Wellersburg
in 18%3, and pumrchased a lot from George
Weller. In 15834 he erected a tannery, which he
still operates — the first and culy one in South-
ampton township. Mr. Wingert manafactures
about five hondred hides into lesther each year,

the land on which itia built, from Jacch Korns, l besides about three hundred sheep and calf

The first house inthe place was erected by Jere-
miah Wingert, in 1893, He slso started 2 1an-
nery in 1884. A Mr. Barnes built vhe first atore.
His successor in the mercantile buaihess was
John R. Briokam. Brinbam erected the grat
brick houre in the place, and still occupies it
It is the only brick stroctore in the township.
Jacob Cook built the firat tavern, and Gideon
Shaffer the first blackamith-shop.

The wwn grew slowly, like moat conntey vil-
lages, unlil the building of the furnace brooght
a sudden influx of population.

The Welleraburg furnace waa built in 1855,
ThLe Tnion Coal and Iron Company, its projactor
sod first cwoer, was organized in 1854, The
furnace, when in active operation, produced
about three hundred tone of iron per month, snd
the industry, in all its departments, afforded
employment %0 sbout two hondred men. The
furnace continued in operstion at differemt
times, until 1888, when. it was abandoned. The
collapre of this industry waa the desth-blow of
the growth and proeperity of Wellergharg.

Gideon Shaffer was born in 1799, in South-

ampton township, where Lis parents were early

settlers. He followed blacksmithing wptil his
denth,in 1863, Barbara Kennell was the maiden
pame of his wife. Their children were: Levi
{decensed), John {deceased), Eli, William, Bolo-

] skin,

Jobn Moser, a native of Germany, came to
America in 18388, and seitled in Franklin
county. In 1858 be removed to Scuthampton
township, where he died in 1861. Henry Moger,
hin sou, came to America in 1838, and to Bomer-
set connty in 1855, He is now engaged io the
mereantile busineas, Mr. Moser purchased his
store from Tssae Augustine, The latter bonght
frora Jacoh Cook, who eracted it.

Michsel Long, Eag., of Wellersburg, is 8 na-
tive of Milford township., A sketeh of his
parentage will be found in the bistory of that
townahip. Mr. Loog resides in the horough,
and is engsged in farmiog, Fe was firat electad
justice of the paace in 1862, and has since held
the vilice continuoualy.

CHURCHES,

Walieraburg Reformed and Lutheran chursh
was orpanized by Rev. Henry Gieay, about the
year 1808. There is no aceoont of the building
of the first church. The principal early mem-
berz were from the Uhl, Hoyman, Witt, Kotns,
Wilhelm and Reickert families; later, the Win-
gert and Ganmer fsmilies were aﬂdeﬂ The
present church edifice cost about twenty-one
bundred dollers, It was dedicated June 5,
1857,



580

HISTORY OF SQMERSEYT COUNTY.

. |
The chorch, once large, now has & member-

ship of thirty-five. Moat of the members left
oo account of the lack of employment when the
furnace bhusiness snapended.

The first regular pastor was Rev. Henry

Giesy, Reformed, who hegan his labors in 1708,
Then followed Revs, H. Heyer, C. Lepley, C. .

Witimer, 8. F. Nellis, A. Cupp, H. J. Ketzmi)-
ler, Btrausz, Creby snd Pfihler, Lnthevan. The
Reformed pastors have been Reva, Giesy, J. H.
Keefer, H E. F. Yoigt, [I. G. Ebkekan and B.
Knepper.  Rev. Knepper has served as pastor
from 1848 to the present, & long period of
faithifnl stewardship, during whichk bis efforts
have been preatly blessed. Preaching, Tormerly
all German, is now in English only.

Rev. Benjamin Enepper, son of John Knep-
per, was born in Somerset county in 1818, Hig
education was gained by his own researches,
aided by the Yimited school privileges of early
years. Om June 7, 1848, he was licensed as a
rinister of the Reformed church ; on June 18,
he preached his first vermon as a licensed minis-
ter in the old church at Wellorsburg, and in
November, 1548, he was seitied as pastor over
Wellershirg congregation. During the lung
term of his pastorate, Mr. Knepper has baptized
nincteen hundred and ffty-seven persoms, eon-
firmed eight bundred and foorteen, marcied
four hundred and ten cvuples, and presched
five hurdred and ninety-one funersl sermons.
Though now sixty-seven years of age, ke is pur-
suing his labors with all the vigor of early man-
Lood. He has four regulsr sppointments,
whick he reaches on foot, and on an average
delivers one hundred and forty sermons per
year.

Comp’s Reformed and Latheran church is an
old crganization. In the first churek-beok noth-
ing but baptisms arve recorded. Fhe date of the
first baptism is 1810. The Comp, Troutman
and Leidig families  were the principal sarly
members of this congregation. .

Reve. Hunger, Hoyer, Finkel, Meyer, Schl-
gel, Stuft, and John Nunoer were Lutheraa pas-
tors} Reva. H. J. . Veigt and H. Ebbekan,
Reformed. The present pastor, Rev. B. Xnep-
per, has been in charge since 1880,

The firat churck was probably erected abont

1809. The present waa dedicated in November,
1880. The membership is between forty and
fifty. The services are conducted in German
and English, alternately.

Gladden’s Ror Reformed and Lutheran
church commenced with aix members in Hoy-

| Wan’s sehoclbouse in 1848, In Wovember, 18732,
| the epngregation was regularly organized by
i Rey. B. Knepper, the pastor, whe iz still in
charge. The first chureh officers were Iaracl
Emrich and Andrew Everlain, elders; Balley
Shomaker and Samuel Shumaker, deacons. The
oldest members were Jonathan Emrich, Bénja-
min Baker, A Getz, Frederick Hasselroth,
Solomon Bhumaker, Nathan Emrich and D,
Lieban. The church edifice, erected at a cost of
about tweo thonsand dollars, was dedicated
Koveraber 24, 1872, FPregent memberahip of
the church, eighty-four ; sabbath school, forty-
five. The preaching is alternately English and
German. It was formerly wholly in (ierman,
Savage Bon Beformed and Lutheran chnreh,
commonly called Fiuk’s church, was organized

! by Rev. B. Knepper in 1840. The house of

worship was erected in the fall of the same year
at 8 cost of about nine hundred dollars. The
first church officers were : Michael Fink, elder ;
Israel Shumaker, deaeon, for the Reformed ;
Michael Moser, elder; (George Tresaler, deacon,
for the Lutherans. Other original mambers
were : Jacob Fink, Jonathan Rittinger, M. Bit-
tinger and A. Wessner. The present member-
ship is thirty-ome. Services are held botk in
English aud German. Rev. B. Enepper has
ministered to this songregation from its organi-
zetion to the present tire.

Fhe ohureh of the Evangelical Association in
Wellersburg was built abont 1852, snd cost
eight hnedred dollars. The building wes erected
by Jacob Albright. The chureh has bot s small
membership at presant.

CHAPTER LXXIV.

MIDDLE CREEK.

Towoship Organissiioh — Origin of the Nz — Early Bolilers
aud thelr Bxperietests—Labar Setilory— Eurly MOla — Prawbnt
Manafctnring Indusiries— The Viflageof New Laxingtan —
The Lathersn Chureh, .

E 1 IDDLE CREEE township is called after
the stream of the asme name which flows
about midway between Laurel Hill and Cox's

oreeks. The townsbip was organized in 1853,
The township cortains several amall veing of

cosl, which are mined for local use. A gocd
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