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PREFACE

Are you reluted to the Korns living here and there? e is in
answer to this inguiry that the Auchor ar this volume has wnder-
taken to determine and crace the Korns lincuze and w muke 2
record of his findings,

This undereking has been carried on wich greae dithiculty be-
canse of the unreliabiliy of craditan, the incomplereness and
imadequacy of the records kepr, and rhe luck of interest on the
parc of many cf the descendants who were solicited tor infor-
mation on their own line.

On Qurober 14, 1727, the Provincial Council of Pennsyl-
vani adopred a resolution requiring all masters of vessels im-
potting Germans and ccher foreigners o prepare a lisec of sech
person, their occuparion and the place from whenee they came;
further, these immigrans shauld sign 4 declaration of aflesiance
il subjection to the Kimg of Grear Britain and of huelice w ¢
Proprictaey of Penagylvanm. Most ot the UL RLOES Curtei 02
i Pennsvlvania hud wken their cach o allgzitiiee wg the poore ur
Philadelphia, Pennsylvanii.

Aluny of the mames of imeierenrs will be found in ey tol-
Iuwi_rlj-': vidumes: “Thirny Thousand Names of Im mzranes T L
I}’_‘l?l'- I Daniel Rupp: "Pennsylvania Archives, Voo 33T
Bl Secand Series:™ ansybvane Gernun Pioncers,” by Ralpn
Beaver Seeassbucger und Dr. William Jobho Hinke;—=This ae-
rhflflllf,'-' haas arimehos gl o wsleme af facsinnil STIENEEH TN S L
wrnnmt] lises,
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sive search of Orphan Courr records, Probation of Wills, dis-
rribucion of estazes, perition and cansker of property.

In the subdivision of Counties in Pennsylvania there was
record made of the dates of assessmenes and payment of taxes w
determine the durarion of residence in dhat localicy.

Church records were examined, and noaton made of mem-
bership, baprisms, conhrmations, mucciages, and deaths.

Cemeteries have ben visired, inscriptions and obituaries from
rombstones copied, and some of the inscripeions rranslated from
German o English.

There has been an extensive search for records n both the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., and the
Historical Society of Berks Cowncy, Reading, Pa., as well as
records obezined from orher Historical Socieries in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey.

The enumerarion of the Firse Census in 1720 does not name
ane person by the name of Korn or Korns, although there 15 2
Mirhuel Corn in Decry Township, Westmoreland County, Pa.,
and Henry Corps in Norchumberland Couney, Pa., borh enu-
meraced in the 1720 censos.

Tradition has played an imporrant part in the search for
record, in spme ceses hus proved o be an assee, while others i
las proved o be a pgreac liubiligg as 1 roquired [ong, persistenr
search throushout the Staee o prove thie the tradiion ¢ould not
be: verified.



INTRODUCTION

The Korns' History has noc been written prior o 1349,
There were several whe made efforts o compile records bur the
efforts amounted o navghe.  The Koros nome was previously
or originally spelled "Korn.”™  The "s' being added aboue 1793
and first appeared on warrents, land prants and deeds in London-
derry Township, Bedford Couney, Pennsylvania. The renson
for adding the ‘s is noc defnitely known. Probably theough
useape of adding the apostrophe s’ in the possessive, the apos-
twophe was dropped and the ‘s’ remined. The Korn Genealogy
goes back about 200 years in the United Seates. Due w che
various ways of spelling and pronunciarion of Kern, as, Corn,
Kern and Korns, made the search all the more diffcule.  Ia
Pennsylvania German it is dificule o distinguish the proaunci-
aticn berween “Korn' and "Kern.”

In 1232 che author decided there should be some record or
histoey of the Korns descendunes for posteriey, so wich @ resobuge
purpose and a frm deteemenation o wriee 2 history of the Korns
descendants, he dedicuted himself w the completion of his selt-
appointed msk.  The following years were spent in excursions
e suthentic sources in seerch of the wakoown.

The Kora or Korns family were Germans, spoke Genman und
#ll legal wansacrions were exeowred in high German scnpe.
They were of Protescane faich and many wore nembers of the
Reformed and Lutheran Church.

There ure prosaed i this volume seme of the old veigioal
farm homes w appear dn 1949, The buildings are from
1 2o L3 v L and some are o a Jilapidaded ceadinion.
They were included in the history For the purposes of locagton
|:'u descendants as thye qume of Seere, wanet anad Toeenships are
awven. There wre drarps ar sore of e orzial barme e Michasd
Korns, 3r., which Sives mmes obf wdpning s of Aerghiors,
such as Gaumers, Coanskn, Wirn Bouls, Flovesan, LT and Lo
iy Muny of the Korne - Inbiren mocnesd o sercninorn
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families. There are churches where many of the Michae! Korns,
Sr., family arcended and were members.  Many of the church
records are there and cemereries where many of the descendanes
are bueied.

The name of Korn is a very common name throwrhow
Eurcpe, especially Southern Germany and MNorthern Swiczer-
land. The suthor has been informed by De. W. AL Korn, a de-
scendant and 4 former minisrer and teacher in the Theologiral
Seminary, Lancaseer, Pa., who spent some rime in Germany,
that while he was ar Bad Nuoheim above Frankfurd on the
Main, he met a Carl Korn whose pative place was Millheim
also in thar section,  He informed him that a mill in thar place
was in the Korn name for many generadons.

The names of the following German pioneers are among the
ship lists and are enemerared in the Pennsylvania Archives as
follows:

Carl Korn, came from Wertemberg, Germany, on ship
"Edinburg,” jemes Russel, Commander, arriving in Port ot
Philadelphin, Seprember 1%, 1732, Reference Peansylvania
Archives, Second Series, Yolume 17, page 352,

Henrich Korn, came from Rotmerdom on ship "Phoemx,”™
John Spurrier, Commandee, wcerving in pore of Phuladelphi,
Pu., November 2, 1782, Ar which time he ok the onch of
allegianee w suppor, obey and defend the Luws of Englund.
the original spelling wus Korn,  Reference Peansylvanii Ar-
chives, Second Semes, Yolume 17, page 372, He was reported
sick aberard ship.

Valentine Korn, came from Reterdam oo ship "Bealah™
Captain Richic tn Commund, arivings in porc of Fhilade!phia,
Sepiember 10, 1733, Beterence Pennsylvani: Arcchives, Sec-
vnd Serics, Volume 17, page 330,

Chrscopi korn, ceene trom Rormendun e <dap 7 SNeprone
Johur Mason, Master last o Cowes, Englamd, Seprember 24,
1794, Reterence Pennsvlvanin Archives, Scoond Serices, Vil -
bee 15, iy A0
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INTRODUCTION I

ship,” Charles Ross, Captain, areriving in port of Philadelphia,
Qcrober 21, 1774, Reference Pennsylvania Archives, Secaond
Series, Yolume 17, page 442,

This Volume i5 confined principally w the Michee] Korns,
Sc., Family of Somersee County, Penasylvania, with u breef
History of his Parents, Brothers and Siscers.  Some of his chil-
dren married and migrared o the West where they obrained
land grants and berame progressive farmers and were inseru-
mental in the eacly building and development of the Wesr,
Orhers cemained in Semerser County, Pennsylvania, where they
were also progressive farmers as well as enpaged in many other
useful vocations and professions.

Charles Byron Korns, 5., M.D,
Sipesville, Pa,
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